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Richard was very kind, driving the car to our house and taking off his tag there. I drove 
him home and since then it has been a total of 21 days and finally the car is road 
registered! Long story short, BB&T Bank finally called me to tell me that the teller who 
oversaw the repayment of the loan had failed to advise Head Office of the transaction and 
hence the wait for the title  
 
While waiting for the title to come through, I busied myself reading the forums about 
R230s and one thing stood out; the ABC suspension is a hydraulic system that can cost 
you up to $3000 if (when!) it fails. The secret appears to be to keep clean fluid in it, so I 
called up the faithful ex-Schnitzer BMW Austrian mechanic, Alois, and asked him how I 
could get the car to him. He kindly offered to come and pick it up, using his dealer plate 
and told me the cost for changing the fluid and filter would be circa $160.00. I had already 
called the previous owner’s mechanic and inquired about how much it would cost to carry 
out the same work; his answer, $602.00! No wonder Richard had spent so much money 
since he bought the car.  
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The old ABC fluid turned out to be almost black and had almost certainly never been 
changed so, fingers crossed, the suspension system should work properly now.  
 
So at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 8th July, I met Richard, the seller at the DMV and the SL was 
registered in my name. After signing a check to the collector of taxes, I happily drove 
home with my tag and screwed it onto the car. Then I drove up to the Mercedes dealer, 
who had serviced the car for most of it's life and obtained the service history, although I do 
not know the names of the first two owners, both of whom had lived within some twenty 
miles of us. No matter. 
 
 

 
The service history was, I suppose, pretty average and it seems the car has been well 
kept and maintained, with no accidents but with some horrendous bills, most of which had 
been covered by warranty. After reading it through, I asked the very helpful service 
manager, "What's the bad bits about these cars?" He thought for a moment and said: 
"You can expect to spend $1500 to $3000 every quarter if you have the car serviced by a 
Mercedes dealer.” I told him that I had always used Alois at RPM on Tyrone Boulevard 
and he nodded sagely and, "Yes, he's a good guy”.  
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I then went over to the spares counter to buy a couple of very small parts, such as the top 
strip of the passenger's door handle and part of an air-conditioning vent but, predictably, 
you have to buy the whole assemblies. The parts manager was also extremely helpful and 
said: "These cars, when they were new, had very new and expensive technology. It's still 
expensive so I recommend you to do a lot of preventative maintenance!" or words to that 
effect.  
 
So here we go. Armed with a lot of reading about other owner's problems and solutions 
from Benzworld.org, Su and I are about to discover what living with a "fairly" modern 
SL500 will be like. Stay tuned!  
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